20 March 1863. 26 Vict. 




BILL 



Permit the Registration of Roman Catholic 
Marriages in Ireland. 



W HEREAS by an Act passed in the Seventh and Eighth Preamble. 
Year of the Reign, of Her most Gracious Majesty, 
intituled “ An Act for Marriages in Ireland, and for 
“ registering such Marriages,” Provision is made for the Regis- 
5 tration of Marriages celebrated under the said Act; but such 
Provision does not extend to Marriages celebrated by Roman 
Catholic Clergymen, whereby the Roman Catholic Subjects of Hex- 
Majesty in Ireland are deprived- of any Opportunity of publicly 
registering their Marriages, and of thereby preserving a Proof of 
10 such Marriages, and it is expedient to provide a Remedy for the 
same : Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,, 
and by the Authority of the same, as follows ; that is to say, 

15 1- This Act may upon ail Occasions and for all Purposes be Short Title, 

cited as “The Marriage Registration (Ireland) Act, 1863.” 



2. The Expression “ Irish Marriage Act,” when used in this Interpreta- 
Act, shall mean the hereinbefore recited Act for Marriages in tlon ' 
Ireland, aud for registering the same. 
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2 Roman Catholic Marriages Registration (Ireland). 

3. Whenever, after the passing of this Act, any Marriage shall 
be celebrated in Ireland by a Roman Catholic Clergyman, and a 
Registration of such Marriage shall be desired, under the Provisions 
of this Act, such Marriage may be registered in manner following ; 
that is to say, there shall be prepared, at the Time of or immediately 5 
after the Celebration of such Marriage, a Memorandum or Certifi- 
cate of such Marriage in the Form in the Schedule to this Act 
annexed, and containing the Particulars therein specified, and which 
Memorandum or Certificate shall be signed by the Parties to such 
Marriage, and also by Two Witnesses present thereat, and by the 10 
Clergyman celebrating the same ; and such Clergyman may, at any 
Time within Three Months after the Celebration of such Marriage, 
transmit or cause to be transmitted such Memorandum to the 
Registrar General; and such Memorandum or Certificate shall be 
kept by the Registrar General among the Records of his Office, and 15 
shall, for all Purposes of the Irish Marriage Act, and for all Purposes 

of Evidence, be deemed to be a Register Book within the Meaning 
of suck Act. 

4. The Registrar General shall cause to be prepared and printed 
such and so many Forms of such Certificates as may be necessary 20 
to be supplied to any Roman Catholic Clergyman desiring the same ; 
and every such Form may contain One or more Certificates of 
Marriage, to be filled up and signed in the Manner herein-before 
mentioned. 

5. Provided always, That no such Certificate or Certificates shall 25 
be received by the Registrar General unless there be annexed 
thereto a Certificate signed by some Archbishop or Bishop of the 
Roman Catholic Church officiating in Ireland, stating that he has 
Reason to believe that the Marriage or Marriages therein mentioned 
were duly celebrated as in such Certificates stated, according to 30 
the Rules and Rites of the Roman Catholic Church. 

6. Copies of all such Certificates under this Act shall be entered 
in separate Books in the Registrar General’s Office under the Care 
of a Person appointed for that Purpose, who shall act under the 
Superintendence and Control of the Registrar General, and such 35 
Books shall be known as the Register Books of Roman Catholic 
Marriages, and separate Entries shall be kept of the same, and 
Copies of the Entries in such last-mentioned Books shall be given, 
certified, and received in Evidence in like Manner to all Intents and 
Purposes as is provided by the Seventieth and Seventy-first Sections 40 
of the Irish Marriage Act. 



7. Every 
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7. Every such Certificate so deposited in the Registrar General’s 
Office shall be for all Purposes relating to such Marriage conclusive 
Evidence that the Person celebrating such Marriage was at -the Time 
of celebrating such Marriage a Priest in Holy Orders of the C^ch 

5 of Rome, and shall also be prima facie Evidence that tlie. Parties 
to such Marriage were Persons professing the Roman Catholic 
Religion. 

8. Every Person shall be guilty of Felony who shall commit any 
of the following Offences ; that is to say, 

10 Any Person who shall wilfully make any false Statement in any 
Certificate required or authorized by this Act ; 

Or who shall sign any such Certificate, knowing it to be false, or 
to contain any false Statement ; 

Or who shall transmit or cause to be transmitted to the Registrar 
15 General any such Certificate which he shall know to contain 
any false Statement ; 

Or who shall fraudulently destroy, erase, or in any Manner alter 
any such Certificate or any Portion thereof ; 

Or who shall forge the Signature of any Person to any such 
20 Certificate. 

9. This Act and the Irish Marriage Act shall be read together 
as One Act. 



[73.] 
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Ordered, by The House of Comnn 
20 March 1863. 
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